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VW Scandal 

 

The German car company recently admitted to using 

engine software to cheat diesel car emissions tests in 

the United States.  

Professor Martyn Poliakoff from Periodic Videos uses 

his knowledge of chemistry to help explain the science 

behind Volkswagen’s emission-rigging scandal.  

Watch the video (2’58). 

Tasks: 

 Present the document 

 Explain what the VW scandal is all about, using Pr Poliakoff’s explanations 

and the 3 posters. Focus on the role of the catalytic exhaust pipe and the role 

of urea, with your knowledge about catalysts and chemical reactions. 

 Are we heading to greener cars? Discuss the impact of technical progress on 

society. 

 

 

  

Durée de l'épreuve : 40 minutes 

 20 minutes de préparation 

 10 minutes de présentation et 10 minutes d'échange avec le jury 
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